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“Livestock is more than food” 
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A bit about FEDIAF EuropeanPetFood 
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FEDIAF’s Three Pillars

The voice of the 
European Pet Food Industry

While we work sustainably every day to provide safe products that benefit pets, our work 
goes beyond pets, and goes beyond pet food. Our work is also about society. Because 
we believe that pet ownership has the potential to enhance the lives of all Europeans.

Science and 
Technical 
Expertise

Sustainabilty 
from Farm

 to Bowl 

The 
Important Role 

of Pets 
in Society 
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Some data about the pets we feed

FEDIAF EuropeanPetFood data confirms that 
50% of European households own one or more 
of Europe’s 352 million pets. This is a significant 
increase compared to 38% in 2019.

Europe produces 9.9 million tonnes of pet food 
per year worth €29.2 billion. 

IMPORTANT FACT: 

As we work to nourish the growing pet 
population, our need for ingredients including 
animal by-products (ABPs) will grow.
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Category 3 animal by-products are animal fats and 
proteins not intended for human consumption. They are 
vital pet food ingredients, offering energy, flavour and 
essential nutrients.  They are not easy to replace.

However:

Incentives created by well-intentioned legislation 
increases the risk of having this essential raw material 
diverted to other sectors, such as biofuels. 

This is threatening our pets’ long term nutrition supply 
and well-being.

Did you know about this vital ingredient?
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There is increasing pressure on the pet food industry.

Increased use in non-feed sectors

According to EFPRA (European animal.  
400k to pet food, 900k to biodiesel. by-
product sector), total production of Cat 3 
is 2.4m tonnes

Use of animal fat biodiesel has doubled in the 
past decade  and is 40 times higher than it was 
in 2006. source: Transport & Environment

This is result of a market distorting 
consequence of EU legislation: Renewable 
Energy Directive (RED)

https://www.transportenvironment.org/articles/pigs-do-fly-growing-use-of-animal-fats-in-cars-and-planes-increasingly-unsustainable
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/renewable-energy/renewable-energy-directive-targets-and-rules/renewable-energy-directive_en
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/renewable-energy/renewable-energy-directive-targets-and-rules/renewable-energy-directive_en
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FEDIAF firmly believes that food, such as Category 3 animal fats, which is not intended for human 
consumption, should be repurposed according to the food waste hierarchy. Use of food in animal feed 
(including pet food) is positioned well above the use in biofuels and combustion fuels.

Helping to reduce waste in the livestock industry

https://food.ec.europa.eu/food-safety/food-waste/eu-actions-against-food-waste/food-waste-measurement_en
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As the demand for pet food grows as do the 
needs of the biofuel industry, we anticipate 
a surge in demand for Cat 3 animal fats. 
FEDIAF asks for:

- Regulatory Support: we will work with 
policy makers to ask for guidelines and 
regulations supporting responsible use of 
Cat 3 animal fats adhering to waste 
hierarchy.

- Public Awareness & Education: We will 
continue to raise awareness of the value of 
these pet food ingredients in providing 
nutritionally balanced pet food.

Looking to the Future
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Thank you! 

You will find more information 
about the Pet Food Industry, 
Category 3 animal fats and our 
work at www.fediaf.org.

http://www.fediaf.org
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