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What livestock has to offer to 
biodiversity & healthy soils





Dehesa

Iberian pigs



Dehesa

Spain:

3.000.000 ha (Dehesa)
6% of Spain





DEHESA is a human made natural ecosystem distributed throughout 

the provinces of Salamanca, Cáceres, Badajoz, Huelva, Seville, 
Córdoba and Ciudad Real. 

Mediterranean forest, with acidic soils and scattered trees, especially 
holm oaks and cork oaks, with scrubland such as rockroses and 
broom.

Wildlife:
- Deer
- wild boar
- wood pigeon

Native domesticated animals: 
- Iberian pig, 
- Retinta cow
- Merino sheep.



DEHESA
Holm oak and cork oak forest

Pastureland

Cereal cultivation areas

Rearing Iberian pigs
Pruning Wood  charcoal
Bark of cork  Cork sheets

Extensive livestock 
farming

Cereal production  Animal feed









Royal Decree 4/2014, of 10 January, approving the quality 
standard for Iberian meat, ham, shoulder and loin.

Royal Decree 1221/2009 of 17 July 2009 laying down basic 
rules on the management of extensive pig holdings



Intensive pig production= > 15 pigs/Ha
Extensive pig production = < 15 pig/Ha
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Ibérico. Bellota (Acorn)
100% - 75% - 50%

Products from animals slaughtered
immediately after the exclusive use of
acorns, grass and other natural resources of
the dehesa, without supplementary feed,
under the following management conditions:

 Seasonal production
 Oct 1st to Dec 15th (animal entries time frame)
 Dec 15th – March 31st (Slaughter time frame)

 The average weight of the herd at the start of the "montanera" will be 
between 92 and 115 kg.

 The minimum reposition in the "montanera" will be 46 kg, for more than 60 
days. 

 The minimum age at slaughter shall be 14 months. 
 The minimum individual carcass weight shall be 115 kg, except for 100% 

Iberian animals, which shall be 108 kg.
 Inspection. Certification body
 Control. Competent Authority



Maximum permissible stocking density determined by the forested area covered by the area 
(SIGPAC) for animals to produce to products with the designation ”Bellota".

% Covered wooded area 
(SIGPAC) of the total 

farm area

Maximum permissible 
stocking density on the 

farm (animals/Ha)

Up to 10%
Up to 15%
Up to 20%
Up to 25%
Up to 30%
Up to 35%

More tan 35%

0,25
0,42
0,56
0,75
0,92
1,08
1,25



Economic sustainability

Conventional Fattening farm: 1.000 animals
Number of cycles per year: 2,4
Integration: 12 – 14 €/animal
Total annual income: 26.400 - 33.600 €

Dehesa: 1.000 Ha (1.000 animals)
Number of cycles per year: 1
Integration/rent: 110 – 140 €/animal
Total annual income: 110.000 – 140.000 €


