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Why farmland biodiversity is in 
decline
• Focus for last 50 years on productivity at lowest cost
• Inevitable pinch on environment – more sprays, 

fertilisers, stock, machinery
• Land is now the new quota, maximising this limiting 

asset to make an income
• No financial value on the non-productive part of the 

farm – eligibility/policy
• Agri-environment schemes historically for the extensive 

farmer – mindset among some intensive farmers is “it’s 
not for me”. Extensive farming is not real farming!

• No encouragement from industry to improve or retain 
biodiversity at an intensive level
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Danu soil improvement trial –
2018-2023
• Water filtration test

• Earthworm count

• Targeted nutrient allocation based on soil Albrecht 
test and periodic sap analysis during growing 
season – feeding soil rather than the plant

• Aim to increase soil organic matter and thus carbon 
sequestration potential

• Reduced nitrogen use through better slurry and soil 
management – multi-species sward  

• Increasing the biology in the soil 



My livestock and grassland system

• Improves biodiversity

• Improves soil health

• A healthy biodiversity below ground means a 
healthy biodiversity above ground

• Aim to reduce nitrogen and eliminate pesticides 

• Healthy soil will mean healthy plants and thus 
healthy nutrient-dense food

• Livestock and nature have evolved side by side but 
there needs to be a balance back to nature
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