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Who am I? 



Why is research and innovation 
important? 



Barriers for on-farm innovation 

Basic  
Research 

Applied  
Research 

Extension 
and  

Advice 



• Necessity is the mother of invention; 

• Economics; 

• Legislation; 

• Environmental protection; 

• Classes and workshops communicating research; 

• Communication between farmers; 

• Ability to see different systems, visit other 
farmers etc. 

 

Drivers for on-farm innovation 



• On-farm research must drive faster results 
than traditional methods; 

• Regulations hold back innovation; 

• Good information and workshops for farmers 
can raise awareness of ongoing research and 
findings; 

• Partners must be suitable; 

• Must have common goal and milestones. 

 

Outcomes EAAP Meeting 

Necessity mother of 
invention but 

collaboration is the 
father? 



Royal Agricultural Society of England 



Innovation for Agriculture (IfA) 

• New extension service; 

• Series of technical 
centres; 

• Well connected; 

• Informative; 

• Delivered by the 
agricultural societies; 

• Multiple funding 
streams; 

 

 



• Precision Livestock and the Built 
Environment 

 

• Develop an online Virtual Warehouse of 
Technologies; 
 

• Guides to best practice – summaries and 
videos; 
 

• Annual reports on industry research and 
innovation needs 

Horizon 2020 



Knowledge exchange 



Can we eradicate liver fluke?  

• Liver fluke costs UK farmers around 
£300 million per year (€237 million); 
 

• Research has shown that drug 
resistance is spreading; 
 

• A new control strategy urgently 
needed; 
 

• Research looking at targeting 
treatment from within the worm using 
molecular technologies; 
 

• Roll out six events in the New Year for 
farmers around England.  



• Increased and independent advice and 
training; 

• Strong communicators; 

• Cross border exchanges; 

• On-farm demonstrations; 

• All of this requires funding ... 

Turning knowledge into practice 



Thank you! Thank you! 

Email:  charlottej@rase.org.uk 
 
Mobile: (0044) 7779572598 


