
www.abagri.com  

Responsible livestock farming 

from a feed industry perspective:  
 

Turning trade -offs into win -wins 

Dr Ian Wellock, AB Agri, UK  
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AB Agri: The agricultural group of ABF  

 Sugar 
        

Agriculture  Grocery  Ingredients  Retail  

Many household 

brands including:  

Associated British Foods is a diversified international food, ingredients 
and retail group with sales of £12.3 billion and 106,000 employees in 47 
countries  

http://www.abf.co.uk/default.aspx
../../../../../../../../../sueforbes/Local Settings/Temp/AB Mauri map.ppt
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ÅAgronomy 

expertise, crop 

inputs and 

grain 

marketing 

services to 

arable farmers 

and to food, 

drink and 

bioethanol 

producers  

ÅMarketeer of 

food, drink and 

biofuel co -

products  

 
ÅLeading British 

manufacturer 

of pig and 

poultry 

compound 

feed  

 

ÅInternational 

supplier of 

micro -

ingredients to 

animal feed 

manufacturers  

 
ÅProvider of NIR 

calibrations via 

AuNIR 

ÅCompound 

feed, 

concentrates, 

pre -mixes and 

co -products 

from the Chinese 

food and drink 

industry  

ÅNutrition solutions 

provider that 

produces starter 

feeds for the pig 

sector and 

premixes for the 

pig, poultry, dairy, 

beef, aqua and 

pet sectors  
 

 

Frontier AB Connect  AB Sustain AB Vista 
Premier 
Nutrition  China  

AB Agri  

ÅDesigns, 

develops and 

delivers 

sustainable 

agricultural 

supply chain 

solutions 

 
ÅSpecialists in 

supply chain, 

GHG modelling, 

biodiversity and 

animal welfare  

AB Agri is one of the UKõs largest agri -food businesses  

Revenue of £1.265bn  
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ÅNutrition solutions 

provider that 

produces starter 

feeds for the pig 

sector and 

premixes for the 

pig, poultry, dairy, 

beef, aqua and 

pet sectors  
 

 

AB Agri  

AB Agri is one of the UKõs largest agri -food businesses  

Primary Diets: assured nutrition for piglets  

Premier 
Nutrition  
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òSome problems are so complex that you 

have to be highly intelligent and well informed 

just to be undecided about them.ó 
 

Dr Laurence J. Peter (1919 -1990) 

Responsible livestock farming: a feed perspective  

A global and highly complex challenge  
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Feed becomes foodé.. 

Healthy animals to good quality safe food  

Feed  

Quantity  Quality  Safety  

 

Economic cost  Perception  

 

Environmental footprint   

 

Traceability               Food security  

 

Effect on human health health  

Food  

(meat, fish, milk, eggs)  

EU Feed sector  
Livestock in EU-27 consume å 467 million tones of feed/year  

å150 million tonnes produced by feed manufacturers 
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Feed becomes foodé.. 

Healthy animals to good quality safe food  

Feed  

Food  

(meat, fish, milk, eggs)  

Livestock  Raw Materials  

genetics  

Farm management  

health  

Nutrient content (variability)  

Production method  

Quantity  Quality  Safety  

 

Economic cost  Perception  

 

Environmental footprint   

 

Traceability               Food security  

 

Effect on human health health  
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Defining the responsibility of the livestock industry  

Consumer demands drive food (and feed) production  

Å Consumer demands drive production  

Å Environmental concerns; e.g., pollution, Global Warming Potential  

Å Animal production (welfare) systems : e.g., organic vs ôintensiveõ 

Å Raw Material selection: e.g., palm oil, soya, by -products, GM  

Å Price..  

 

ÅHealthy, nutritious, ôsocially acceptableõ food vs feeding the hungry  

Å How to achieve the correct balance?  

 

Å Make our customers more sustainable / profitable  

 

ÅòSustainable intensificationó 

Å More from less and a better use of resources  
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ÅCan we change perception to remove some trade -offs? 

 

 

 

Canadian National news paper, 2010  

An anti -GM foods advertisement in Paris 

Addressing societal and environmental concerns  

Good science must inform public opinion  
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ÅEnvironmental footprint of egg production by farming system  
     (Williams et al., 2013; Cranfield  University) 

 

c       b   abc    ac  

Addressing societal and environmental concerns  

Good science must inform public opinion  

Energy use  GWP Eutrophication  Acidification  

c      b      c     a  c      b      c     a  c       b   abc    ac  
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Å Antimicrobial resistance transfer from animals to humans  

Å Growing view that threat to human health incredibly small  

Å Worst case scenario if everything was resistant was 0.0031% of human 

cases or approximately 3.1 people/ 100,000 population (Burch, 2012)  

Å òNo great importance to public health and there is only a minor link.ó 

Å Responsible use of Antimicrobials   

Å win:win  - health: welfare: performance: resource use  

Addressing societal and environmental concerns  

Good science must inform public opinion  

òDiscovering that the animal and 

human populations of salmonella 

were as distinguishable as they were 

was a great surprise to us.ó  

 

Prof Stuart Reid, RVC  

(Mather et al., Science 2013)  
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Sustainable intensification (more from less)  

Itõs all about efficiency and optimisation!!  

 

Å Precision feeding: Nutrient requirement vs supply  

Å Recycling of waste (co -products)  

Å Exploiting early nutrition  

Å Improving animal health and welfare  

Å An win:win  example from our business  
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Precision feeding  

Matching nutrients to requirements  

NIR spectra  Ingredients matrix  Latest Requirements  


