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Proliferation of environmental assessment methods, 

claims and recommendations
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The LEAP Partnership is a multi-stakeholder initiative committed to improving the 

environmental performance of livestock supply chains, whilst ensuring its 

economic and social viability

• LEAP builds up consensus on comprehensive guidance and methodology to: 

• Assess the environmental performance of livestock supply chains 

• Monitor performance over time (environmental tracking)

• Generate evidence for shaping policy measures and business strategies
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Why

- To show the public that policies and action are based on 

environmental assessment methods agreed at global level in a multi-

stakeholder platform

- To include not only burdens but also benefits in environmental 

assessments and to change the narrative 

- To share knowledge and demonstrate with evidence that substantial 

environmental improvement is possible

- To be part of the discussion on applications of FAO LEAP guidelines 



Governance

Steering Committee: equal say

Secretariat hosted at FAO

Participation is open and voluntary

Technical Advisory Groups

LEAP Secretariat

FAO LEAP chairmanship 2019



LEAP Guideline Development
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LEAP Achievements Phase 1&2 (2012-2018)
Feed Poultry Small Ruminants

Biodiversity Large ruminants

Feed Crops Database

Methodological 

notes

Pigs



LEAP Achievements Phase 1&2 (2012-2018)

Nutrients cycleSoil carbon Water (in press)

Biodiversity (in review) Feed Additives (in review)

Road tests



LEAP Work Programme 2019-2021

LEAP3 overall objective

To support the livestock sector and its 
supply chains towards improving the 
sustainability of production practices 
through the application of LEAP guidelines 
[21st LEAP SC meeting]



• Road Testing

• Revision and development 

of LEAP guidelines

LEAP Work Programme 2019-2021

New guidelines development:

- Ecosystem services assessment

- Eco-toxicity

- Biomass carbon stocks

- Benefits from Technology+circular bioeconomy



Road testing 
Strategy

- Protocols

- Data collection 
sheets

- Workshop 
(data and 
calculators)

Road testing 
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New guideline development

2020 2021



ROAD TESTING | Overall objectives

• To address inconsistencies and cross-cutting methodological issues in 

all LEAP guidelines

• To test whether the LEAP guidelines are easily applicable in all 

situations

• To identify tools required for the assessment of the environmental 

performance

• To mainstream LEAP guidelines into the existing environmental 

calculators and tools

• To figure out how to use the different LEAP guidelines at the same 

time

• To define the data requirements fitting for the purpose of the 

assessment

• To build awareness and enhance the use of LEAP guidelines through 

adoption



Road testing strategy

• FAO LEAP Secretariat (consistency check)

• FAO + Countries + Local partners (national projects)

• LEAP partners [Private sector, Countries, NGOs]

(local + sectoral scale)



LEAP Plenary Meeting – 21 October 2019



More information can be obtained at 

www.fao.org/partnerships/leap/en/

Livestock-Partnership@fao.org


