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Origins: the “Dublin Summit”



Origins: the “Dublin Summit” – recordings of the presentations

https://www.teagasc.ie/food/research-and-innovation/research-areas/
food-quality-and-sensory-science/meat-technology/international-meat-summit Presentations by experts 
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• Bradley Johnston, Texas A&M University, USA
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• Max Makuvise, E-Livestock Global, Zimbabwe

• Celso Moretti, Embrapa, Brasil

• Shirley Tarawali, ILRI, Kenya

• Peer Ederer, GOALSciences, Switzerland

• Candace Croney, Purdue University, USA

• Paul Wood, Monash University, Australia

• Frédéric Leroy, Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Belgium



The Dublin Declaration of Scientists

KEY MESSAGES

• This declaration aims to give voice to the 
many scientists around the world who 
research diligently, honestly and successfully 
[…] to achieve a balanced view of the future 
of animal agriculture.

• Today’s food systems face an unprecedented 
double challenge. There is a call to increase 
the availability of livestock-derived foods 
[but] at the same time, some methods and 
scale of animal production systems present 
challenges with regards to biodiversity, 
climate change and nutrient flows, as well as 
animal health and welfare […]



The Dublin Declaration of Scientists

KEY MESSAGES

• Well-resourced individuals may be able to 
achieve adequate diets while heavily 
restricting meat, dairy and eggs. However, 
this approach should not be recommended 
for general populations, particularly not 
those with elevated needs

• [A]nimals are irreplaceable for maintaining a 
circular flow of materials in agriculture [and] 
can generate many other benefits […] While 
the livestock sector faces several important 
challenges regarding natural resources 
utilization and climate change that require 
action, one-size-fits-all agendas [could] incur 
environmental problems on a large scale.



The Dublin Declaration of Scientists

KEY MESSAGES

• Livestock ownership […] forms the basis of 
rural community financial capital. In some 
communities, livestock is one of the few 
assets that women can own, and is an entry 
point towards gender equality

• Livestock is the millennial-long-proven 
method to create healthy nutrition and 
secure livelihoods, a wisdom deeply 
embedded in cultural values everywhere. 
Sustainable livestock will also provide 
solutions […] to stay within the safe 
operating zone of planet Earth’s boundaries, 
the only Earth we have*

* The wording of this paragraph is from the Solution Cluster on Sustainable 
Livestock at the UN Food System Summit 2021.



The Dublin Declaration – endorsed by almost 1000 scientists globally 



Supporting evidence in Special Issue Animal Frontiers (April 2023, vol 13, n°2)



Supporting evidence in Special Issue Animal Frontiers (April 2023, vol 13, n°2)
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